
Welcome to our Nation’s Capitol! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This list of restaurants and exhibits can help you prepare and 
navigate through this beautiful city. 

 
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact our 

Washington office. 
 

Enjoy your time in D.C.! 

 
 
 

Jett Thompson 
Congressman Sam Johnson 

1211 Longworth HOB 
(202) 225-4201 

Jett.Thompson@mail.house.gov 



Smithsonian Institution  
 

The world's largest museum complex and research organization composed of 19 museums, 9 research centers, and  
the National Zoo. 

 
Congressman Johnson is a proud member of the Board of Regents for the Institute, created by Congress in 1846 

as "an establishment for the increase and diffusion of knowledge." Congress vested responsibility for the 
administration of the Smithsonian in a Board of Regents, consisting of the Chief Justice of the United States, the 

Vice President of the United States, three members of the United States Senate, three members of the United 
States House of Representatives, and nine Citizens. 

Make sure you check out as many as you can 
They are all free! 

 
National Museum of Natural History, where natural history lives 10th St N.W. Federal Triangle and  
             Smithsonian Metro stations  

 
National Museum of the American Indian, a collection, preservation, study and exhibition of the  

living cultures and history of the native peoples of the Americas Independence Ave, S.W. & 4th St S.W. 
Federal Triangle and Smithsonian Metro stations  
 

National Portrait Gallery, portraits of distinguished Americans 800 F St. N.W. Gallery Place and Metro Center  
Metro stations  
 

National Postal Museum, interactive museum of postal history and philately 2 Massachusetts Ave, N.E. # 101  
 

National Zoological Park, more than 400 animal species in a 163-acre zoo 3001 Connecticut Ave, N.W. Adams  
Morgan Metro station  
 

Smithsonian American Art Museum, painting, sculpture, graphics, folk art, craft and photography  
18th century to the present Smithsonian American Art Museum: 9th St N.W. Renwick Gallery: 1661 
Pennsylvania Ave, N.W.  
 

National Museum of American History, Behring Center, history of science, technology, society and culture  
in America 14th St and Constitution Ave, N.W. Federal Triangle and Smithsonian Metro stations  
 

National Museum of African Art, collection, research, and exhibition of African art- 950  
Independence Ave, S.W. Federal Triangle and Smithsonian Metro stations  
 

National Air and Space Museum, history, science, and technology of aviation and space flight 
"As a lifelong fighter pilot flying combat missions in both the Korean and Vietnam Wars; I 
highly recommend."- Sam Johnson Independence Ave at 6th Street, S.W. Federal Triangle and 
Smithsonian Metro stations  
 

Hirshhorn Museum and Sculpture Garden, modern and contemporary art. Our Health Policy Advisor  
says, "Make sure you go outside and see the fountain. Great place to rest and kick your feet up" 7th St and 
Independence Ave, S.W. Federal Triangle and Smithsonian Metro stations  

 
Freer Gallery of Art and Arthur M. Sackler Gallery, Asian and American art  

Arthur M. Sackler Gallery: 1050 Independence Ave, S.W. Federal Triangle and Smithsonian Metro stations 
The Freer Gallery of Art: Jefferson Drive at 12th Street, S.W.  
 

Anacostia Community Museum, broadens perspectives, generates new knowledge, and deepens  
understanding about the ever-changing concepts and realities of "community"  
1901 Fort Place, S.E.  



Arlington National Cemetery  
(www.arlingtoncemetery.org)  
214 McNair Rd (703) 
607-8000  
Arlington, Virginia 22211  
Arlington National Cemetery Metro Station  
 
Arlington Mansion and 200 acres of ground immediately  
surrounding it were designated officially as a military 
cemetery June 15, 1864, by Secretary of War Edwin M. Stanton.  
 
Open daily October through March from 8:00 am to 5:00  
pm, and April through September from 8:00 am to 7:00  
pm. View the Changing of the Guard at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier every hour on the hour and  
every half hour during the summer months. See the Amphitheater, the Custis-Lee Mansion, and the 
graves of Presidents John F. Kennedy and William Howard Taft. Ample paid parking is available to  
visitors, accessible from Memorial Drive. The cost is $1.25/hour for the first three hours, and  
$2.00/hour thereafter. During all hours the cemetery is open the Arlington National Cemetery Metro  
stop is regularly served by the Blue Line subway. The cemetery is also serviced by Tourmobile, the popular 
tour buses that allow patrons unlimited reboarding for a single daily rate.  
 
Steven F. Udvar-Hazy Center  
(http://www.nasm.si.edu/museum/udvarhazy/)  
Chantilly, Virginia  
14390 Air and Space Museum Parkway  
Chantilly, Virginia 20151    The Steven F. Udvar-Hazy Center is one of Congressman  

Johnson's favorite places. If you are flying into Washington  
Dulles International Airport it might be worth the visit. It is the  
companion facility to the Museum on the National Mall with  
163 aircraft, 154 large space artifacts, more than 1,500 smaller  
items. The Center also offers the Airbus Imax Theater; flight 
simulators; food service; a museum store; free docent tours; 
daily educational programs.  
 
 
 

 
 

Washington National Cathedral  
202-537-6200  
(http://www.cathedral.org/cathedral)  
Location: Massachusetts and Wisconsin Avenue, NW  
Metro stops: Tenleytown Station to "30" series Metro bus  
 
The National Cathedral is the second-largest Gothic  
Cathedral in the United States. Tours are available on a walk-in 
basis Monday through Saturday from 10:00 am to 11:30 am and 
12:45 pm to 3:15 pm and Sunday from 12:45 pm to 2:30 pm. 
Tours are closed during services and special events.  



Museums  
 

The International Spy Museum: $  
(http://www.spymuseum.org)  
Metro stop: Gallery Place/China Town  
The International Spy Museum is located in Downtown, Washington,  
DC between 9th and 8th Streets at 800 F Street, NW  
 
The International Spy Museum is the first and only public museum in  
the United States solely dedicated to espionage and the only one in  
the world to provide a global perspective on this all-but-invisible 
profession. It features the largest collection of international spy-  
related artifacts ever placed on public display. The stories of  
individual spies, told through film, interactives, and state-of-the-art  
exhibits, provide a dynamic context to foster an understanding of  
espionage and its impact on current and historic events. In addition to the Museum, the Complex  
includes a Museum Store, private dining and event facilities, and two restaurants: Zola and Spy City Cafe.  
 
The Newseum: $$  
(http://www.newseum.org)  
Metro stop: Archives/Navy Memorial-Penn Quarter  
The Newseum — a 250,000-square-foot museum of news — offers visitors an experience that blends five  

centuries of news history with up-to-the-second technology and 
hands-on exhibits.  
 
The Newseum is located at the intersection of Pennsylvania  
Avenue and Sixth Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. The  
Newseum features seven levels of galleries, theaters, retail  
spaces and visitor services. It offers a unique environment that  
takes museumgoers behind the scenes to experience how and why 
news is made.  
 
"Visitors will come away with a better understanding of news  

and the important role it plays in all of our lives," said Newseum Executive Director and Senior Vice  
President Joe Urschel. "The new Newseum is educational, inspirational and a whole lot of fun."  
 
United States Holocaust Memorial Museum: Free  
(http://www.ushmm.org) Metro stop: Smithsonian  
 
Just south of Independence Avenue, SW between 14th Street and Raoul  
Wallenborg Place, The Holocaust Museum serves as a national 
repository for Holocaust related artifacts and materials and is  
recommended for those over the age of 11. Open 7 days a week from  
10:00 am to 5:30 pm except on Christmas and Yom Kippur. Admission is  
free, although there are a limited number of tickets given out daily. It is 
recommended that you plan to arrive early during peak tourist season.  
To reserve tickets for a specific day at the museum, tickets can be  
obtained from Tickets.com at 1-800-400-9373 for a fee of $2.75 per  
ticket. Note: Having toured the Holocaust museum many times, I must warn, 
it is a very emotional experience.  



Tours  
 
 

Capitol City Segway Tour $$$ 624 9th Street, N.W.  
(www.citysegwaytours.com/washington-dc/tours/washington-dc-segway-tour)  
 

Imagine cruising effortlessly through the beautiful parks and around  
historic buildings while receiving a great orientation, informative  
historical and current-day information, heaps of unique and fascinating  
stories, fantastic photo ops and superb personal service from your  
guide. There Day and Night Segway tour is the perfect tour for both  
those new to the city and those locals looking to experience Washington  
DC with an effortless glide. For the newbies to DC, this tour will offer  
you a fantastic orientation and give you an opportunity to see virtually  
all of the sites you've read about. For the veterans and locals, we're  
positive you'll learn new facts and stories about Washington that you've  

never heard. And we're sure you'll both agree that riding a Segway is the best way to see the 'Capital City'.  

 
 
Old Town Trolley Tours $  
Pick up at Union Station, 2 Mass. Ave., N.E.  
(www.trolleytours.com)  
 
For more than 25 years, Old Town Trolley Tours has provided  
extraordinary sightseeing adventures to millions of guests  
allowing them to see the best of Washington DC first. Their  
friendly conductors take you through our country's rich past to  
present day through humorous stories and fascinating trivia,  
making each tour interesting and fun. Hop on board one of our  
Trolleys to experience our unique brand of Transportainment, a delightful combination of  
transportation and entertainment. Our intern, Charles highly recommends this tour!  

 
 
HOP ON - HOP OFF Bus Tour $  
(www.opentopsightseeing-dc.com)  
 

View the sights of our Nation's Capital aboard a  
new open-top double-decker bus. This tour  
operates as a hop-on, hop-off tour that  
encompasses 25 stops throughout Washington.  
Enjoy the luxury and comfort of these new buses  
with the added benefit of a two -day unlimited use  
ticket. This tour will cover the major sights of  
Washington DC in an approximate two-and-a-half-  
hour circle; visiting monuments, museums, and  
shopping and dining facilities. Create your own tour  
by choosing your stops. The only double-decker  
tour that serves Georgetown and the National 
Cathedral.  



Restaurants  
Here is a list of our staff's favorite local restaurants 

 
Best Pizza: Pizzeria Paradiso (www.eatyourpizza.com) $  
Dupont Circle: 2003 P Street, N.W. 202.223.1245/ Georgetown: 3282 M Street, N.W. 202.337.1245  
"The pizza at Pizzeria Paradiso is world class better than any in Naples."-- The Washingtonian  
 
Most Historic: Old Ebbitt Grill (www.ebbitt.com) $$  
675 15th Street, N.W. 202.347.4800  
Old Ebbitt Grill is just steps from The White House and museums in downtown Washington.  
Established in 1856, it was a favorite of Presidents Grant, Cleveland, Harding and Theodore Roosevelt  
and is still a popular meeting spot for political insiders, journalists, celebrities and theater-goers.  
 
Best Guacamole: Rosa Mexicano (www.rosamexicano.com) $$  
575 7th Street at F Street, N.W. 202.783.5522  
"Rosa's" is a favorite hotspot for our Legislative correspondent. All of their  
award-winning dishes remain faithful to their traditional roots while  
incorporating regional accents and inspired innovation. You'll know just what  
they are talking about when you try the Pomegranate Margaritas or Guacamole  
en Molcajete, made in a traditional lava-rock mortar and prepared tableside.  
 
Best Chili: Ben's Chili Bowl (www.benschilibowl.com) $  
1213 U Street, N.W 202.667.0909  
Ben's is a true neighborhood fixture along the U Street corridor. Opened in 1958, it has always attracted plenty 
of local fans and big-name entertainers (one of Bill Cosby's favorites), not for its looks, which are free of frills, 
but for its chili, the dish that made it famous.  
 
Best Burger: Good Stuff Eatery (www.goodstuffeatery.com) $  
303 Pennsylvania Ave, S.E. 202.543.8222  
Chef Spike was a contestant on Top Chef Chicago and opened Good Stuff Eatery as place where people  
can enjoy the nostalgia of eating the best of their American favorites: Handcrafted burgers, handcut  
fries, handspun shakes and farm fresh salads made with the highest quality ingredients. A perfect meal after a 
Capitol tour. Look out for Spike; he is always wearing a hat.  
 
Best place to see Politicos: The Capital Grille (thecapitalgrille.com) $$$  
601 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 202.737.6200  
The close proximity to the White House & the Capitol - means that some of the most influential people  
in the world can be found settling down to lunch in one of the sumptuously padded banquettes with a vodka 
martini. Power players feast on hefty slabs of sirloin, porterhouse, and the rib eye.  
 
Best Eats on the National Mall: The American Indian Museum's Cafeteria (www.nmai.si.edu) $  
4th St. and Independence Ave, S.W. 202.633.1000  
The cafeteria does a remarkable job dividing up the food by regions and explaining which types of tribes  
would have eaten which food. Our Legislative Director raves about this place!  
 
Best Bang for the Buck: Matchbox (www.matchboxdc.com) $$  
Capitol Hill: 521 8th St., S.E. Chinatown: 713 H St.,N.W.  
Plates of mini-burgers—salt-and-peppery Angus patties topped with Gouda and pickles on buttered  
brioche; a calzonelike crust folded around layers of mozzarella, pepperoni, and spicy meatballs; apple-  
and-pear salad with Gorgonzola; brick-oven pizzas such as the fire-and-smoke, sausage-and-onion, and  
Matchbox meat varieties. Helpful staffer's insider tip for this packed D.C. gem: "They only take  
reservations on school nights. Get there early on weekends, the line still spills out the door at peak  
times."  



Memorials and Monuments  

 
Washington Monument  
202-426-6840  
http://www.nps.gov/wamo/  
Location: On the Mall at 15th Street, NW  
Metro stop: Smithsonian  
In order to enter the Washington Monument, tickets are required. The ticket system is 
administered through the National Park Reservation Service (NPRS). Reservations  
for the Washington Monument may be made between 10:00 AM and 10:00 PM by  
calling 1-800-967-2283 or over the internet at http://reservations.nps.gov. Hours for  
the Washington Monument are from 9:00 am to 4:45 pm; closed December 25. No 
food, drink, or large bags are allowed in the monument.  
 
Jefferson Memorial  
http://www.nps.gov/thje/index.htm  
Location: South end of the Tidal Basin at 14th Street  
Metro stop: Smithsonian  
This monument is in honor of Thomas Jefferson, third president, author of the Declaration of Independence and 
the Bill of Rights. Open 8:00 am to 11:45 pm every day except December 25th.  
 
Franklin D. Roosevelt Memorial  
http://www.nps.gov/fdrm/home.htm  
Location: West Basin Drive, between the Potomac River and the Cherry Tree Walk of the Tidal Basin  
Metro stop: Smithsonian  
This memorial is a tribute to both President Roosevelt and the time in which he lived. There is a sequence of four 
outdoor rooms, each representing one of FDR's four terms in office. Open daily from 8:00 am to midnight.  
 
Lincoln Memorial  
http://www.nps.gov/linc/home.htm  
Location: West Potomac Park at the foot of 23rd Street  
Metro stops: Foggy Bottom or Federal Triangle  
This monument is in honor of Abraham Lincoln, sixteenth president, overlooking the Reflecting Pool toward the 
Washington Monument and the US Capitol. Open 24 hours daily.  
 
Vietnam Veterans Memorial  
http://www.nps.gov/vive/home.htm  
Location: Bacon Drive and Constitution Avenue NW, on the Mall  
Metro stops: Foggy Bottom Constructed of black granite to honor all Americans who served in the Vietnam War. 
In chronological order are over 58,000 names inscribed in the marble wall. Open 24 hours daily.  
 
World War II Memorial  
http://www.nps.gov/nwwm/  
Location: East end of the Reflecting Pool, between the Lincoln Memorial and the Washington Monument  
Metro stops: Smithsonian  
 
The World War II Memorial is the first national memorial dedicated to all who served during the Second World  
War. The memorial honors all military veterans of the war, the citizens on the home front, the nation at large, and 
the high moral purpose and idealism that motivated the nation's call to arms.  
 
Korean War Memorial  
http://www.nps.gov/kwvm/home.htm  
Location: French Drive, SW  
Metro stops: Foggy Bottom  
This memorial commemorates the service men and women who fought in the Korean War. The memorial is open 
daily from 8:00 am to midnight, except on Christmas Day.  



Nearby Attractions 

Mount Vernon 
(703) 780-2000 
http://www.mountvernon.org 

 
Mount Vernon is open seven days a week, every day of the year, including holidays and Christmas. Mount Vernon 

welcomes visitors on the following schedule: 

 

Schedule 

    * April through August, 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
    * March, September, and October, 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. 

    * November through February, 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.  

 

2011 Admission Rates 

Adults                             $15.00 
Seniors ages 62+           $14.00  

Youth ages 6-11             $7.00 

Children under 6           FREE

Mount Vernon is the most popular historic estate in 
America. Located just 16 miles south of 
Washington, D.C. and 8 miles south of Old Town 
Alexandria, Virginia, the plantation rests on the 
banks of the Potomac River. 
 
Mount Vernon was the beloved home of George and 
Martha Washington from the time of their marriage 
in 1759 until General Washington's death in 1799. 
He worked tirelessly to expand his plantation from 
2,000 acres to 8,000 and the mansion house from 
six rooms to twenty one. 
 
Plan to spend at least several hours touring the Mount Vernon estate including the Mansion House 
and more than a dozen outbuildings throughout the grounds. You will discover plenty of activities 
to fill an entire day, but many visitors plan to see all Mount Vernon offers with a return trip.  
 

 
Monticello 
(434) 984-9822 
http://www.monticello.org 
 
Monticello is open every day of the year, including Sundays, except Christmas. The hours of operation may vary 

throughout the year but are generally 9 am to 5 pm. Please call ahead for specific information on your trip.  

 

Tickets for a House Tour and access to the grounds are $22 for Adults Mar – Oct; $17 for Adults Nov – Feb; and $8 

for Children year-round. Children under 6 are free. 

Situated on a mountaintop outside Charlottesville, Virginia, 
Monticello, a 5,000-acre plantation, was the home of Thomas 
Jefferson, author of the Declaration of Independence, third 
president of the United States, and founder of the University of 
Virginia. Monticello is the only historic house in the U.S. on the 
United Nations' World Heritage List. 

The main house that exists today is, for the most part, the house 
that Thomas Jefferson lived in during his retirement with the 
family of his surviving daughter, Martha Jefferson Randolph. 

http://www.mountvernon.org/
http://www.monticello.org/


Metro Map  
(www.wmata.com)  
 

The Metro is very useful for getting around town, but if your location is not on the Metro route, here are  
some numbers for Taxi companies: Diamond (202)387-2221, Yellow (202)544-1212 and Taxi  
Transportation Service (202)398-0500  
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