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The Honorable Jeh Johnson

Secretary of Homeland Security
Washington, DC 20528

Dear Secretary Johnson,

I write today with deep concern regarding the growing crisis taking place along the southern border of my
home state of Texas. As you well know, tens of thousands of Unaccompanied Alien Children (UAC) are
flooding into the Rio Grande Valley. This surge has overwhelmed Border Patrol agents, Immigration and
Customs Enforcement (ICE) officials, health and education services, and local communities.
Additionally, the surge forces Border Patrol agents to abandon their primary posts, for long periods of
time, to process the thousands of unaccompanied children. In effect, our borders are left unsecured and
open to increased drug trafficking, criminals, and potential terrorist activity. Most importantly, a porous
border threatens the safety and security of all Texans.

A recent Associated Press article titled, “A Look at the Border Patrol’s Staffing Imbalance,” highlights
the inadequate number of Border Patrol agents in the Rio Grande Valley. While this region is the most
trafficked when it comes to illegal crossings, it is not the most staffed. Taking a look at the numbers, from
last October 1 to June 24 of this year a staggering 194,015 arrests of people attempting to cross illegally
were made in the Rio Grande Valley region. The second-busiest region was Tucson, Arizona, which had
71,654 arrests during that same time period. Arrests in the Rio Grande Valley are nearly triple that of any
other sector yet only 3,086 agents patrol the region. This is unacceptable.

As Secretary of Homeland Security your number one priority is to protect the U.S. and the safety of U.S.
Citizens. It’s clear that our southern border needs more protection. Now more than ever, the Rio Grande
Valley needs your utmost attention. The time for concrete action is now. Americans want, need, and
deserve more than an editorial. It’s past time for a secure border.

On behalf of my constituents, I would like to know why the Rio Grande Valley, the leading region in
illegal crossings, has less Border Patrol agents than areas where illegal crossings are lower? In addition,
what is currently being done to address these staffing inadequacies? [ urge you to immediately make
border security the agency’s top priority by ensuring that Border Patrol has an adequate number of agents
along the southern border, especially in the Rio Grande Valley. I look forward to your prompt reply.

Sincerely,

\s MICQ
Sam Johnson
Member of Congress
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A LOOK AT THE BORDER PATROL'S STAFFING IMBALANCE

SAN DIEGO (AP) -- The number of Border Patrol agents roughly doubled over the last
decade to more than 21,000, but many of them work where illegal crossings are
relatively low. The imbalance has become increasingly clear since Central Americans
began pouring into Texas' Rio Grande Valley by the thousands. Here are some numbers
from Customs and Border Protection's website and internal documents reviewed by The
Associated Press:

ARREST NUMBERS: The Rio Grande Valley sector is by far the leader in the number of
arrests of people entering the country illegally. The sector made 194,015 arrests
from the start of the fiscal year Oct. 1 through June 24, Tucson, Arizona, was
second-busiest with 71,654, followed by Laredo, Texas, 34,001; San Diego, 22,701 Del
Rio, Texas, 19,304; E1 Centro, California, 11,052; E1 Paso, Texas, 9,223; Yuma,
Arizona, 4,821; and Big Bend, Texas, 3,167.

STAFFING LEVELS: The agency's staffing levels aren't always in line with arrest
numbers. Despite being the busiest sector, the Rio Grande Valley doesn't have the
most agents. Tucson was the most heavily staffed, with 4,135 agents in September, the
latest published figures. Rio Grande Valley was second with 3,886 agents, followed by
El Paso, 2,631; San Diego, 2,572; Laredo, 1,804; Del Rio, 1,598; E1l Centro, 1,141;
Yuma, 911; Big Bend, 623.

RECENT SURGE: The recent surge of immigrants from Central America into Texas has laid
bare the imbalance even more. The Border Patrol made 1,422 arrests in the Rio Grande
Valley sector on June 14. On the same day, Tucson made 226 arrests, followed by Del
Rio, 128; Laredo, 123: San Diego, 97; El Centro, 39; El Paso, 22; Big Bend, 20; and
Yuma, 15.
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