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            Veterans mean the courage to believe in something bigger than your own prosperity and to risk the ultimate sacrifice of your life.  These brave soldiers fought for something that deserves our complete gratitude: our freedom.  Veterans have a powerful love for their countrymen.  But still, we do not seem to fully grasp the importance of their mission.

            When the veterans left to war, they never knew if they were coming back alive or not.  And still they went, for they believed in the freedoms that the founders of this country did.  They went so that their families and friends could remain Americans.  Veterans fought, not only for their freedom, but for others’ freedom as well.  They fought for future generations and the present generation.  They suppressed their fears to bring peace to all of mankind.

            This love, for country and fellow citizens, is the epitome of selflessness.  Veterans are role models of self-sacrifice and brotherly love.  Their love for our country and its beliefs lead some of them to give their lives for the sake of others.  The veterans do not know if their efforts to bring peace will be in vain.  They do not expect thanks for their sacrifices, and that makes them all the more heroes in my eyes.

            And though these brave soldiers risk everything, I am not sure people fully grasp the importance of the existence of veterans.  The rights and freedoms these women and men fight for are abused and taken for granted.  We seem to forget that, if not for them, our lives would most likely be run by a corrupt communist government.  But people continue to march off to war, to protect a nation that may very well never even know they were here, to keep us from invading evils. 

            Veterans, to me, are the last remaining people who truly understand what it means to be an American.  They are the remnant souls of the soldiers of the Revolution.  They are everything American was built upon, and they fight to keep it alive.  Veterans stand for life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.  They do not exist to go to war but to protect thousands from its consequences.  The world may never know their names or stories, but they are the only thing that has kept this nation where it is.  What drives them, we may never fully understand, but I am thankful for their determination and neighborly love that has no bounds.  Maybe one day, the world will fully comprehend how sorrowful and devastating everything would have been without them; hopefully for now they will be satisfied by the innocent smile on their child’s face when they return.  Veterans are more than heroes; veterans are America.

